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These 

Upcoming 
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 in Scottsdale, AZ
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 in Cleveland, OH
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HOTLINE
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Newsletter Deadline:
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Submit all materials in electronic 
format (Word Document or RTF) 

to the editor:
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ramblinrav@gmail.com
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NAJC 901 Route 10 Whippany, NJ 07981 (973) 929-3168 casekoff@ujcnj.org

The B'rakha Of 
Lishmo'ah
Rabbi Yaacov Rone,
President

Dear Chevre,

Another season and Hanukkah is upon us.
I remember reading the story of the young 

apprentice to a blacksmith who during his 
apprenticeship learned how to hold the tongs, lift 
the hammer, strike the anvil, and blow the fire 
with the bellows.

When he concluded his apprenticeship, he 
was chosen to be employed at the royal smithery. 
As he began his tasks he immediately discovered 
that he had failed to learn how to kindle a spark. 
All his skill and knowledge was useless because 

without the knowledge of how to light the fire, he 
could not proceed.

So it is with the menorah. And it made me 
think of our calling. A chaplain without that spark, 
without the passion of caring, his/her tools and 
skills are useless.

What impresses me over and over again is 
seeing you “in action”, in your respective settings. 
You know how to kindle the spark as well as 
proceed to the following steps.

I found the imagery striking and appropriate. 
And in wishing you all a Hanukkah samayach, I 
leave you with the statement of my first Talmud 
professor in Rabbinical School: You are the lights 
of Israel. May you burn forever!

See you all in Scottsdale next month. 

Rabbi Yaacov Rone
Rabbi Yaacov Rone

"The Eternal One is the Healer of the broken hearted 
And the One who binds their sorrow." (Psalms 147:3)
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Treasurer's Report
Rabbi Maurice S. Kaprow, M.A., B.C.C., Treasurer

Dear Chevre,!

We are almost five months into our NAJC fiscal year and, at this point, remain financially sound 
because of the vigilant eye the Officers and Board are keeping on our expenditures and income. Between 
dues and conference fees coming in, we are just on track with our approved budget.

Once our conference is over, we really will need your help to keep our stream of finances going. As we 
do every year, there will be other donation requests. Please open your hearts to us and help us continue 
in our good works.

To assist all of our members, with the help of our friend Dan Federman, we will soon unveil our new 
website. This will give you access to many chaplain resources as well as to our current membership 
listing. It will be a one-stop shop where you will be able to learn more about the profession, make 
donations, and pay your dues by credit card in a secure 128-bit encoded environment. It will also provide 
us with the highest possible visibility on most search engines.

One direct way you can help us is to encourage your agency to become an Institutional non-profit 
NAJC Supporter for $150.00 per year. This will make them a part of the NAJC family and will have them 
listed on our website as Institutional Supporters. In addition, they will be listed as Institutional 
Supporters in our Annual Conference program.

I wish all of you a happy and joyous Hanukkah. May the lights we light help others see all the good 
there is in life and bring comfort to those who suffer.

Kol tuv,

Rabbi Maurice S. Kaprow
Rabbi Maurice S. Kaprow
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Chaplain Happenings
xwk rXy
David Glicksman on his retirement from the 

Oscar and Ella Wilf Campus for Senior Living 
in Somerset, NJ after 19 years of service.

Bryan Kinzbrunner on his new position as 
Chaplain at the Oscar and Ella Wilf Campus 
for Senior Living in Somerset, NJ.

Reuben Israel Abraham on his promotion to 
Commander, Chaplain Corps, United States 
Navy on July 1st.

Renae Lee Toben on receiving a Ph.D. in 
Philosophy and Judaic Studies.

Avivah Erlick on her position as chaplain for 
Skirball Hospice, an agency of the L.A. Jewish 
Home for the Aging.

Arthur Rosenberg who finished teaching Megillat 
Ruth for the adult Bible class at St. Bernardine 
of Sienna, Catholic Church and next will be 
teaching at the Jewish Vocational Service of 
Los Angeles Federation.

~yabh ~ykwrb
We Welcome These New ~yrbx

Members:
Cantor Rebecca Carl! Rabbi Joe Ozarowski

Philadelphia, PA! ! Skokie, IL
Cantor Suzanne Skloot! Beverly Rubman

Durham, NC! ! Lawrenceville, NJ
Rabbi Joshua Minkin! Rabbi Shoshana Ohriner

Brooklyn, NY! ! Roslyn, NY
Rabbi Jason Weiner!

Los Angeles, CA ! !
Cantor Marion Hamermesh

Wilmington, DE
Rabbi Steven Rubenstein

Beverly, MA
Rabbi Charles Friedman

Bronx, NY
Rabbi Sara Goodman

Santa Monica, CA

Student Members:
Dr. Jason Mann! Fortunee Belilos

Portland, OR! ! Skokie, IL

Israeli Members:
Rabbi Dov Haiyun! Hagit Dotan

Haifa, Israel! ! Modiin, Israel
Pnina Gutman-Frish! Rabbi Hanna Klebansky

Israel! ! Jerusalem, Israel
Annabelle Herciger Tenzer

Jerusalem, Israel

Supporters:
Rabbi Ziona Zelazo! Rabbi Elaine Schnee

Franklin Lakes, NJ! ! Richmond, VA
Chaplain Deborah Harris

St. Louis, MO

Institutional Supporter:
Joint Chaplaincy Committees of New Jersey

Traveling To Israel In 2011?
Please let the NAJC ofÞce know if you 

have plans to travel to Israel this year. 

Cecille Allman Asekoff

casekoff@ujcnj.org

(973) 929-3168 
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With Our Members
bwj lzm
Beverly Rubman on the 

marriage of her son Micah 
Goldfus with Jennifer 
Edwards in September, 2010.

Nancy Fisher on the marriage 
of her son Paul Fisher with 
Melanie Colton in October, 
2010.

Moe Kaprow on the 
engagement of his son Philip 
to Sara Memis. 

Henoch Polansky on the birth 
of two grandsons - both 
named Eliyahu after 
Henoch's father - to Shira & 
Sholom Emert and Rina & 
Shaya Schiffman.

Sheila and Dan Segal on the 
birth of their grandson, 
Micah Reuben Segal, born 
October 7th to their son and 
daughter-in-law, Eli and 
Shana Segal.

Gerald and Sarah Fox on the 
birth of twin sons, Matan 
Tzvi Fox and Doron 
Mordechai Fox, on October 
11th.

Sol Agin whose grandson 
became Bar Mitzvah in Ohio 
on Shabbat Vayeshev.

Moshe and Cheryl Abramowitz 
on the birth of their newest 
grandson, born to their son, 
Doniel and his wife Yael.

Sheila Segal on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Eden Isabella 
(Eden Chaviva), born Nov. 4 
to Josh Segal and Jenn 
Geetter.

Ben Samson whose grandson 
Yosef Mayer Samson, son of 
Dr. and Mrs. Israel Samson 
became Bar Mitzvah on 
Shabbat Toldot.

hmlX hawpr
Rabbi Patti Haskell who is 

recovering from surgery.

Rabbi Shira Stern who is 
recovering from surgery.

~xny ~wqmh
Alan Abrams whose 

grandmother, Claire Sears, 
 ,died 16 Elul (קלרה בת רחל)
5770.

Deborah Arden Stern whose 
daughter, Judith Rose Picard 
(Yehudit Shoshannah bat 
Beryl Ephraim v'Hazzan 
Devorah Ester), died August 
23, 2010.

Meryl Crean whose partner, Joy 
Cohen, died September, 
2010.

Share your lifeÕs events by helping others! 
Donate to NAJC through any of these funds:

The General Fund 
Endowment Fund 
Israel Initiative

Chaplains Emergency Fund
Rabbi Howard Kummer Memorial Fund for Pastoral Education 

Donations may be made in honor of 
or in memory of a friend or loved one. 

Contact the ofÞce for more information. 973-929-3168
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Certification Commission Report
Rabbi Seth L. Bernstein, D. Min
Certification Commission, Chair

Several certification interviews are scheduled to take place in Scottsdale in January. We are in the 
process of updating the Certification Application and Handbook and dealing with several other 
matters. As my tenure as Chair of the Certification Commission comes to an end at the upcoming 
conference, I thank the officers, board, members, national office, and especially the members of the 
Certification Commission and certified chaplains who participate in the certification process and the 
professionalization of Jewish chaplaincy.

Rabbi Seth L. Bernstein
Rabbi Seth L. Bernstein

Annual Reporting for Certified Chaplains
Rabbis Moshe A. Abramowitz, Charles P. Rabinowitz & Sara Berman
Continuing Education and Peer Review Committee

With the end of 2010 nearing, we wish to remind all certified NAJC members of the annual requirement to 
report Continuing Education or Peer Review activities for 2010. Policies and forms are available at www.najc.org  
in the “Member’s Area” – Documents. Over the past few years we have streamlined the reporting process and we 
encouraged you to access, complete, and submit your reports via the internet.  Barukh HaShem, most of our 
members have mastered the art of on-line reporting.  The Committee thanks you for your patience and 
cooperation.

 Here are some points to remember:
 At the end of October, individualized letters were mailed to all certified members detailing which reports 

would be needed to continue NAJC Board Certification for 2011 (Continuing Education or Peer Review).  The 
guidelines call for these reports to be sent to the NAJC Office by January 31, 2011.

Those needing Peer Review may consider scheduling a session at the January 2011 NAJC Conference in 
Scottsdale, AZ.  Please read the policy description on the website for details.  The chaplain seeking review must 
take the lead in arranging the panel and review and the composition of the panel should adhere to the guidelines,

 If you submit your January reports via email, an acknowledgment will be sent upon receipt of the report.  If 
you send it another way, you can expect a response within two weeks of your submission.  If you do not hear 
from the Committee, please notify us so we can investigate the matter.  “No news is NOT good news.”  If you 
have not heard from us after submitting your report, please take the time to let us know. 

If there are circumstances we should be aware of and may require special attention, please contact one of us 
for assistance.

We believe great progress has been made in helping our members with this annual requirement and at the 
same time, has saved NAJC the cost of mailing and distribution of forms and directions.   Your timely 
participation this year is anticipated and appreciated.  

Rabbi Moshe A. Abramowitz Rabbi Charles P. Rabinowitz  Rabbi Sara Berman
Rabbi Moshe Abramowitz! ! Rabbi Charles Rabinowitz! ! ! Rabbi Sara Berman
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Ethical Considerations in Chaplaincy
Rabbi Ephraim Karp

Dora was a resident in our long term care facility. She had a number of co-morbidities, or illnesses, and had 
reached a stage where the interventions were not really working any more. With no desire to eat, and an 
absolute fear of returning to the hospital, her family supported her in refusing a gastro-intestinal (G.I.) tube, 
which they and she referred to as a “feeding tube.” The issue at hand was her advanced directive. As a health 
care proxy, she had listed the rabbi of her congregation, which happened to be the congregation her children 
were members of as well. The Rabbi, of course, had recommended the insertion of the “feeding tube,” but the 
children felt they could not follow this advice. They turned to me, the Rabbi and Chaplain of the facility. What 
was my role?

I spoke with their congregational rabbi as well. He was quite upset that the family had asked him what to 
do and they clearly were not listening to his response. They were not going to insert this G.I. tube. The rabbi only 
saw this as neglecting an intervention that was required by halakha and could not reconcile this conflict. Again I 
wondered, what was my role?

The niece called me. She was part of a European-Orthodox Yeshiva community, where her husband studied 
full time. She was irate. She yelled at me! How could I allow them to starve her aunt! They were killing her! She 
was practically in tears. At the risk of sounding repetitive, what was my role?

I have a few questions of my own. How did this resident choose her health care proxy without having a 
conversation with them about the types of choices they would make if situations such as the one we were 
dealing with were to arise? Why did she not have these conversations with her family and explore the halakhic 
validity of the choices? How could this congregational rabbi not be conversant in the various choices that 
halakhic authorities propose and the variation of decisions made by experts in the field? Could he not find some 
comfort in knowing that there were competent orthodox rabbis who would support the family’s choice, even if it 
was not the ruling he offered them? (I did feel the need to offer the rabbi this insight in the hopes it may offer 
him some comfort.) The part about the niece is more selfish. A heads up would have been nice. It was much 
harder to explain to her the halakhic range of options to be supportive of the family’s choice.

I do know my role. To take the journey with this family and be supportive of their choices. To ask the 
questions that challenge their assumptions so they might feel more secure in the decisions they made. To offer 
them the comfort they seek if it is available (in this case the halakhic validity of the option they were making 
even if it violated halakha). To explore the choices with the rabbi and support his struggle. Again, to offer him 
that support he sought if it were available. With the niece, my role was as an educator. To explain both the 
medical scenarios and the halakhic options offered.

So why is it that even knowing my role, walking the journey and offering the support, do I feel so 
disconnected? What are my discomforts with the choices Dora made on this journey to the end of her life? Could 
my role as a chaplain have offered an easier transition for Dora, her family, her rabbi and her niece? Professional 
roles require professional education. Sometimes four units of Clinical Pastoral Education aren’t enough. 
Continuing education is not just about educational hours and numbers. It’s about receiving the education that is 
helpful as a professional. It’s about making choices. It is my hope that in seeking your continuing education you 
will make the choice to attend this year’s NAJC conference in Scottsdale, Arizona. The topic is professionalism, 
the type of continuing education we all need. If you haven’t signed up yet, please make that choice. See you at 
the conference!

Rabbi Ephraim Karp
Rabbi Ephraim Karp
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Spiritual Care Conference For Professionals Presenter Application
Jewish Spiritual Care Conference for Professionals, May 17-18, 2011

Application Form

Please note that only a complete application form will be considered by the committee

! Presentation Format: (Please check the appropriate box) 
□ Lecture (20 minutes) □ Workshop (90 minutes) 

! _________________________________________________________________Name of Lecture/Workshop: !

! _______________________________________________________________Duration of Lecture/workshop:!

! __________________________________________________________________________Name of Presenter:!

! ____________________________________________________________________________Title of Presenter:!

! ______________________________________________________________________________________Tel.:! !

! _____________________________________________________________________________________Mobile:!

! ______________________________________________________________________________E-mail address:!

! ____________________________________________________________________________Mailing Address:!

! ____________________________________________________________________Place of Work/Institution:!

! ____________________________________________________________________________________Position:!

! Please include a brief bio including your profession, place of work, credentials, etc.

! Please include a description of how your lecture/workshop addresses the theme of the conference, be 
specific as to the aspect of spirituality that is part of the program or service you are presenting.

! Please include abstract of 100-180 words on the above subject chosen for the conference: (if your 
abstract is selected, it will appear in the conference program. Please be clear and provide in both 
Hebrew and English. Abstracts over 180 words will not be considered by the committee)

Please list the following:
1) ______________________________________________________________________________________Goals: !

2) __________________________________________________________________________________Objectives:!

3) _______________________________________________________________________Format of presentation:!

4) ___________________________________________________________Tools or techniques being described:!

5) ____________________________________________________Language of presentation lecture/workshop:!

6) _________________________________Ideal audience (type of professionals and number of participants):!
7)Literature references/bibliography/sources for lecture (at least 4 resources required) ________________!

______________________________________________________________________________________! !
Pages can be added if needed for listing the bibliographical sources.

! Presentation equipment needs:
� flip chart     � barko    �  overhead projector      � VCR/CD Player

� other:___________________________________________________

Date:__________________! ! ! Signature:_____________________________________________

*For more information and application submission, please contact deganitben@lifesdoor.org
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An Invitation to Present at the 
7th Annual Jewish Spiritual Care Conference for Professionals 
Dear Friends, 

We invite you to submit a proposal to present at the 7th Annual Jewish Spiritual Care Conference for 
Professionals which is titled "Spiritual Care as a Therapeutic Language in Israeli Society." This conference is an 
opportunity for professionals to present innovative ideas for spiritual care, and its influence on Israeli 
community and institutional settings in meeting the needs of those in pain, despair or illness. The conference 
also is a vibrant setting for the sharing of creative ideas and networking with other professionals.

Presenters may choose to submit abstracts for brief papers, posters, lectures and workshops. Guidelines for 
each are explained in the attached abstract proposal form. Presentations must demonstrate one or more of the 
following:

• The Benefits of Jewish Spiritual Care for Patients and Families
• Models of Caring in the Community- The Unique Role of Spiritual Care 
• Feedback from the field: Spiritual Care as a complimentary treatment tool in caring for patients.
• Research Findings: The Influence of Spiritual Care on Clients and the world in which they live. 
• Practical Implementations for special need populations and the contribution of Spiritual Care for existing 

services. 
• Guidelines and tools for assessment and outcomes. 
• Experiential workshops for professionals to gain deeper understanding of the goals and benefits of Spiritual 

Care.
• Interdisciplinary tools for the enrichment of the work of the Jewish Spiritual Care provider. 
• Diverse Jewish resources - texts, traditions, practices - used in Jewish Spiritual Care
• Presentation of spiritual methods and tools such as being present, listening, communicating, prayer, art, and 

the use of Jewish texts and sources
The primary language of the conference is Hebrew, but there is provision for a limited number of English 

presentations. 
The conference is a key element in the Initiative of the Development of the Jewish Spiritual Care Profession 

in Israel, in partnership with and under the sponsorship of the UJA Federation of New-York, and under the 
leadership of the NAJC, Tishkofet and Eshel-JDC. The newly formed Jewish Israeli Spiritual Care Network in 
Israel, a body of the leading organizations in the field, is involved in the planning of this event. 

The conference will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 17- 18, 2011 at the Judean Guest house, at 
the foot of the Mesuah neighborhood in the south west of Jerusalem. http://www.weekend.co.il/jerusalem/
yehuda/new/indexe.html

The conference is designated for social workers, nurses, doctors, occupational therapists, community 
spiritual care providers, rabbis, educators, chaplains, pastoral/spiritual care providers and all who are wish to 
be involved in spiritual care.

We hereby invite you to submit a short proposal using the attached form by January 2nd. Please feel free to 
pass this offer on to colleagues who may be interested in submitting a proposal as well.

For further information on presentation guideline or to be a sponsor of the event, please contact Deganit at 
the Tishkofet office: deganitben@lifesdoor.org 011-972-(0)2-631-0803.
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Nominations for the NAJC 
Board Term 2011-2013

Dear NAJC Voting Member:

It is with great pleasure that the Nomination 
Committee for the National Association of Jewish 
Chaplains has proposed the following slate of 
Board Members for the years 2011-2013, in 
accordance with the organization’s bylaws.

Proposed Board Members for 2011-2013

Sara Berman (first term)
Sherman Oaks, CA

Allison Kestenbaum (2nd term)
San Francisco, CA

Bryan Kinzbrunner (first term)
Somerset, NJ

Fred Klein (first term)
Miami, FL

Myrna Matsa (second term)
Metairie, LA

Michael Schorin (first term)
Skokie, IL

Ken Zisook (first term)
Chicago, IL

The above slate of board members represents 
the diversity within the NAJC membership." 
Included is the full spectrum of the 
denominations, chaplains working in a variety of 
fields (Acute Care, Long Term Care, Disaster 
Response, CPE Supervisors and Retired) and 
geography.

In accordance with the NAJC bylaws, this is 
the proposed slate for the Certification 
Commission for the 2011-2013 Term:

Interim Chair: David Glicksman
Somerset, NJ

Moshe Abramowitz
Elizabeth, NJ

Yehuda Blank
New York, NY

Zahara Davidowitz-Farkas
Oro Valley, AZ

Andrea Gouze
Providence, RI

Gila Katz
Hermosa Beach, CA

Edie Meyerson
New York, NY

Sam Seicol
Brookline, MA

Leah Wald
Bala Cynwyd, PA

If anyone would like to run for an officer or 
board position, but was not included in the 
Nomination Committee slate you are invited to 
do so within the following guidelines as per 
NAJC by-laws:

Any person wishing to run must obtain the 
signature of ten (10) members in good standing 
and send them to the president and nominations' 
committee chairperson by December 15, 2010.

The candidate's name will then be entered 
onto the ballot.

L'hitraot,

Rabbi Lowell Kronick, BCC, Nomination 
Committee Chairperson

Chaplain Sheila Segal, BCC
Rabbi Daniel Coleman, BCC
Rabbi Yaacov Rone, BCC (ex-officio)
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רשת הארגונים לליווי רוחני יהודי בישראל
עדי סמסון
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2011 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
Sunday -Wednesday, January 16-19, 2011, Scottsdale, AZ 

REGISTRATION DOES NOT INCLUDE HOTEL (See below for HOTEL DETAILS).
Please submit a separate Registration Form for each registrant.

Name ____________________________________Address________________________________________________

Preferred Phone___________________ E-mail _____________________________________

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND CONFERENCE SESSIONS (note: in order to register, 
dues must be up-to-date). Registration includes access to sessions, materials & all meals (Greater Phoenix VAAD 
Hakashrut).
PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR CHOICE (A or B)  
A. Per Person Full Conference      REGULAR  LATE
Registration Postmarked on/before:      12/14/10 12/30/10
Certified/Retired/Regular/Israeli/Military Member and Supporter    $460   $485
Non-member         $515   $540
Spouse/Significant Other/Partner with Attending Member      $390   $415
Full-Time Student Member (limited to first 20 registrants.)    $315   $340
Members from other Professional Chaplaincy organizations may register at the NAJC conference member rate.
B. Per Person Per Day
Please indicate which day(s) you will attend:     
__Sun.__Mon.__Tues.__Wed.      REGULAR  LATE
Registration Postmarked on/before:      12/14/10 12/30/10
Certified/Retired/Regular/Israeli/Military Member and Supporter (lunch only) $165   $190
Certified/Retired/Regular/Israeli/Military Member and Supporter (3 meals) $240   $265
Non-Member (w/ lunch only)         $190   $215
Non-Member (w/ 3 meals)         $290   $315
Student Member (w/ lunch only)       $ 95   $110
ADDITIONAL OPTIONS (Pre-Registration/Pre-Payment required):
____ Vegetarian: ___I eat fish ___ I eat eggs ___I am a strict vegan 
BOX lunches-$20 each. Please indicate which day(s) you will need a BOX lunch:__Sun. ___Mon.  __Tues.__Wed.

PLEASE CHECK AS APPLICABLE:
___This is my 1st NAJC Conference.
___Certified Member  ___Regular Member  ___Student Member-School: _________________________
___Retired Member  ___Supporter   ___Current CPE Student - Clinical Site: _________________ 
___Israeli Member  ___Military Member    
      
PLEASE CHECK THE DAYS YOU PLAN TO ATTEND:
____FULL CONFERENCE ____Sunday ____Monday _____Tuesday _____Wednesday
NAJC welcomes your contribution: __________
TOTAL: _________________ Please make checks payable to NAJC or complete a Credit Card Authorization form.
Cancellation Policy: Full refund minus $50 processing fee if cancelled on or before January 6, 2011

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION & PAYMENT
MAIL TO:

NAJC, 901 Rte 10, Whippany, NJ 07981-1156 - Attn.: Cecille Allman Asekoff
or EMAIL TO:

casekoff@ujcnj.org
HOTEL DETAILS:
The NAJC has a limited number of rooms reserved at the conference rate. Please mention National Association of Jewish Chaplains when 
you make your hotel reservations immediately and directly with:

CHAPARRAL SUITES RESORT
5001 N Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85250 1-800-528-1456 
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Sunday: 
Certification Sessions

Opening Plenary: 
Doug Ronsheim, Executive 
Director of AAPC: 
PROFESSIONAL EXPECTATIONS 

IN A PROFESSIONAL WORLD

Focus Session:
1. Multi-faith Journey to Israel
2. Sacred Transformations: 

Using Leviticus in Pastoral Care
3. How to Win Friends & Influence Colleagues 

& Administrators

Monday:
Plenary: Sue Wintz: Standards of Practice
Plenary: Ann Underwood: Applied Ethics
Plenary:

1. Professional Assessments and Evaluations: 
A Conversation

2. Reflecting and Assessing Ourselves as 
Professionals

Tuesday:
Focus Session:

1. Moses meets Kübler-Ross: 
Accepting death in the Midrash

2. Research 101
3. Reflection and Insight: Building Professional 

Expertise

Focus Session:
1. Chaplaincy without God and 

Prayer: Theological Resources 
2. A New Paradigm for Theological Reflection 

in CPE
3. From the Past to the Beyond: stages of the 

transition process

Outings:

Sylvia Plotkin Judaica Museum
Exhibit of Jewish life cycle and holiday archival 
materials and artifacts as well as a composite 
Tunisian synagogue.

Deutsch Family Shalom Healing Center

The Desert Botanical Garden
Home to several trails and exhibits designed to 
engage you in the Garden experience and educate 
you through interactive exhibits.

IM Heard Museum:
Dedicated to the sensitive and accurate portrayal 
of Native arts and cultures, the Heard is an 
institution that successfully combines the stories 
of American Indian people from a personal 
perspective with the beauty of art. 

Plenary: Sam Glaser Returns!

Wednesday:
Focus Session:

1. Rewriting Eichah
2. Evidence based Practice: 

Staff Support in ICU and Step-down 
3. Bedside Praying for a Miracle:

Hope, false hope or heresy?

Focus Session:
1. Cell Phone Chaplaincy: 

Exploring Technology’s Role
2. Research and Chaplaincy: 

The Language of Science
3. Religious Expectations: Perceptions and 

Projections

Closing Plenary

NAJC CONFERENCE 2011
z January 16-19, 2011, Scottsdale, AZ z

Highlights Of The Tentative Schedule
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Honoring Rabbi Zahara Davidowitz-Farkas 
At The NAJC Conference
Shalom Chevre,

It is rare when a founding member of an organization remains active well over 20 years into a new 
organization’s life. It is even rarer when that person continues to provide ongoing essential leadership in 
a variety of ways after multiple decades of involvement. Finally, it is most rare when that person does all 
of this with humility, derech eretz, and a concern for the neshamote of all she encounters. 

For these reasons and so many others, we are pleased to announce that the NAJC has chosen to honor 
Rabbi Zahara Davidowitz-Farkas this year at our National Conference to be held in Scottsdale, AZ, from 
Jan. 16th – 19th, 2011. As a tribute to our esteemed friend and colleague, we are dedicating Monday 
evening, January 17th, to acknowledging Zahara and her relationship with NAJC with a formal tribute 
and dinner. We invite you to join us by sponsoring an event during the conference or sending greetings to 
Zahara in the NAJC conference program. Your name will be appropriately listed, and Zahara will be 
notified. Registration for the conference includes the tribute and the dinner.

Zahara was a founding member of the NAJC. Over the years she has served the NAJC in a variety of 
capacities including multiple times as Conference Co-Chair, numerous years as a member of the Board, 
serving on certification panels since the organization first started certifying and most recently taking a 
key role in helping bring professional chaplaincy to Israel. 

Zahara is a visionary in the field of education, both chaplaincy and Jewishly. She has mentored 
dozens of colleagues in the world of chaplaincy. As the first CPE course was established in Israel, 
Zahara's leadership in developing and supervising the CPE units for the past 6 years has been an 
invaluable contribution to the professionalization of spiritual care in Israel. She has published on a 
variety of subjects. Her expertise as a chaplain is extensive. As a paid professional, she directed much of 
the long term 9/11 work in New York, in addition to being a direct responder from Day One. She has 
worked for decades in acute care settings bringing comfort to the lives of the sick, their families and the 
professionals who work in these settings.

You will find a list of list of sponsorship opportunities on page 8 of this Newsletter. We hope that you 
will consider sponsoring a portion of the conference in honor of Zahara and in tribute to our 
organization’s accomplishments since its founding. 

We look forward to hearing from you so that we will be able to include your listing in the program. 
Please print and complete the form and return it to the NAJC office at 901 Route 10 Whippany, NJ 07981.

Do not hesitate to contact NAJC with any questions you may have.

L’Shalom,

Rabbi Stephen Roberts, BCJC!! ! Dvora Corn, MSc
Co-Chair Tribute! ! ! ! Co-Chair Tribute
Past President - NAJC!! ! ! Co-Chair Israel Jewish Spiritual Care Network 
! ! ! ! ! ! NAJC Board Israel Representative
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2011 NAJC CONFERENCE 

SPONSOR & TRIBUTE OPPORTUNITIES

Your sponsorship will be listed in the ofÞcial NAJC conference program 
and will be acknowledged during the conference.

____CONFERENCE SPONSOR! ! ! ! !  ! ! $ 5,000

____ CONFERENCE CO-SPONSOR! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ 2,500

____ TRIBUTE DINNER –In honor of Rabbi Zahara Davidowitz-Farkas! $ 1,800

____ CERTIFICATION CEREMONY & DINNER ! ! ! ! ! $ 1,500

____ INSTALLATION CEREMONY & DINNER! ! ! ! ! $ 1,500

____CONFERENCE DINNER! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ 1,000

____ CERTIFICATION CEREMONY! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ 850

____ PLENARY SESSION! ! ! ! ! ! !  ! $ 600

____ FOCUS SESSION! ! ! ! ! !  ! ! ! $ 500

____ CONFERENCE LUNCH! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ 400

____ NEW MEMBER RECEPTION! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ 350

____ CONFERENCE BREAKFAST! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ 200

____ GREETINGS!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ 136

____ NAJC MEMBER LISTING!! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ 72

____ OTHER! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! $ ____

Please provide your name and address:

NAME ______________________________________________

ADDRESS___________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE: _____________________________

PHONE: ____________________________________________

AMT. ENCLOSED____________________________________

Please return this form with 
your payment to:

NAJC 
901 Route 10 

Whippany, NJ 07981 

For more information, please 
call or email:

(973) 929-3168 
casekoff@ujcnj.org
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SRT Training Following The NAJC Conference
American Red Cross Spiritual Care Response Team

The SRT team is comprised of up to seven individuals who provide management, leadership, and guidance 
to local clergy/chaplains as they provide spiritual care in critical disaster response involving aviation and other 
transportation events, mass casualties, weapons of mass destruction/terrorism, and by government request. 

Note: If qualified and accepted for SRT and Critical Response Team (CRT) training, in the past you HAD to 
agree to be available to serve two consecutive weeks during the next 12 months, and, if activated, be on-call one 
month during the following 12 months. NOW, with regional and local staffing for critical response, you may be 
called anytime an event occurs to assess critical disaster information and availability---knowing you may not be 
available to serve, however, because of your proximity to the event, you may have valuable knowledge that can 
help determine service delivery.

Requirements:
• Ordained, licensed, or commissioned by a religious authority to function in a specialized ministry of 

spiritual care.
• Theological education or training consistent with your faith tradition.
• A minimum three years experience in spiritual care after theological education or training. 
• Clinical Pastoral Education. Board Certification required. Four units CPE.
• Certified or endorsed member in good standing of at least one ARC Cognate Group Partner: ACPE, APC, 

ICPC, NACC, NAJC, AAPC, CPSP, FFC, CAPPE/CASC

For more information, Please email: JohnsonEa@usa.redcross.org 

The following competencies must also be 
demonstrated:

• Demonstrated leadership skills
• Management skills—please cite specific examples 

in application.
• Ability to represent the American Red Cross in a 

professional manner
• Crisis intervention experience and ability to think 

on your feet.
• Ability to accept and execute multiple tasks, 

especially under duress
• Understanding of and ability to perform and 

manage grief and bereavement work.
• Ability to work as a team member within a 

command structure.
• Flexibility
• Spiritual maturity and sensitivity to work in 

multi-faith and multicultural settings.

• Ability to maintain appropriate personal and 
professional boundaries.

• Strong verbal and written communication skills
• Computer literacy
• Ability to be assertive, as required
• Working knowledge of computers
• Available to depart for any destination within four 

hours of activation (Valid Passport).
• Available for a minimum 14-day assignment when 

deployed.
• On-call one month per year.
• High personal and professional code of ethics.
• Good physical, emotional, and spiritual health
• Ability to function under hardship conditions.
• The specialized training needed for serving on the 

CRT
• Patience
• ARC Background Check


